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FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE AMENDMENT BILL
Ms DARLING (Sandgate—ALP) (7.52 pm): I rise to commend this bill to the House. This bill will

save the lives of Queenslanders. It will also save the property and valuables of Queenslanders and it will
save people from the trauma of a fire tragedy. The government has a strong track record of improving fire
safety for Queenslanders. This legislation builds on the Building and Other Legislation Amendment Act,
which was developed in response to the Childers tragedy and the Sandgate boarding house fire, which
occurred in my electorate. 

I recall vividly the night of the Sandgate boarding house tragedy. I can tell members that many of my
constituents will also never forget it. Three people died that night. I remember vividly lying awake in bed
and hearing the sirens as they approached. It was quite frightening. They would be getting louder and
louder and then they would stop suddenly just a couple of streets away from where I live. I started counting
the number of sirens as they approached. With a pounding heart and a growing realisation that something
awful was going on, I got to at least 10 sirens. We started seeing a glow in the sky and we could smell
smoke. It was a very distressing situation. Although I counted at least 10 sirens, one thing that nobody
heard that night was the sound of a smoke detector going off. There were no alarms of any sort. 

Promotion campaigns that have been conducted by the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service have
already been successful in increasing the number of smoke alarms in Queensland homes. Now in
Queensland, up to four out of five homes have smoke alarms. That is more than double the number of
Queenslanders using smoke alarms than there were 10 years ago. However, with 78 per cent of all fire
related deaths occurring in homes that do not have smoke alarms, there is still much more work to be
done. 

Earlier this year, there were three separate fatal fires in south-east Queensland which resulted in the
deaths of six people. Fire investigators who attended those fires reported that there were no smoke alarms
installed. Since June 2004, fire investigators have reported that 19 people have died in house fires
because those homes either did not have smoke alarms or had smoke alarms that did not work, usually
because the batteries had been removed or they were dead and needed replacing. That is why this bill is
so important. We want every Queenslander to have a smoke alarm installed by 1 July 2007. Under the
Building Code of Australia, smoke alarms are compulsory in homes built after 1 July 1997. Smoke alarms
are installed in 51,000 Queensland public housing homes. 

Recently, during Fire Awareness Week the honourable minister visited my electorate and helped
spread the message about smoke detectors. On that morning a constituent raised the problem of
oversensitive smoke alarms and how annoying false alarms can be. There are a range of smoke detectors
on the market and many consumers will be able to choose some of the high-tech or the hard-wired models.
This bill ensures that installing smoke detectors will be simple and affordable for all people. The battery-
only models must be tested regularly, but they are easy to install and, surely, any annoying beeping to
warn that batteries are getting low can be tolerated if it is going to save lives. Fire and Rescue Service staff
can advise on the best place to fit a detector so that it does not go off too readily. 
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I offer a big congratulations to our amazing Queensland Fire and Rescue Service because they
have been providing this sort of advice for a very long time. I recall as a child—and I will not tell members
how long ago that was; it was not very long ago—the firies came to our house and did a full evacuation
plan. At the time I had bars on my bedroom window. We changed those permanent bars to the type of bars
that you could unlock and the grille would swing out. 

Mr Purcell: Smart move. 
Ms DARLING: It was a very smart move. My mother was protecting me. There were also some

wonderful stickers that the Fire and Rescue Service used to give out that said, ‘Fireman, save my child’.
You would stick them on the windows of the bedrooms where children slept. I remember having one of
those on my window. That was not a bad idea. I encourage people to take up this free advisory service. 

Smoke alarms are important, but they are not the full story. We should all develop an evacuation
plan and practise it with the family or other residents who are in the dwelling so that they all know what to
do in the event of a fire. It is also important for residents to balance security needs with fire safety
considerations when installing security. People should not lock themselves in and not be able to get out
quickly in the event of a fire. There is a range of security options available, such as that lockable security
grille to which I referred, and hiding the key. People have to strike a balance between having security and
being able to escape pretty quickly. People should also make sure that their kids know how to get out of
the house quickly. This bill is designed to save lives. I commend it to the House. 
File name: darl2006_11_02_65.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Fire and Rescue Service Amendment Bill
	Ms DARLING (Sandgate-ALP) (7.52 pm): I rise to commend this bill to the House. This bill will save the lives of Queenslanders. I...
	I recall vividly the night of the Sandgate boarding house tragedy. I can tell members that many of my constituents will also nev...
	Promotion campaigns that have been conducted by the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service have already been successful in increasin...
	Earlier this year, there were three separate fatal fires in south-east Queensland which resulted in the deaths of six people. Fi...
	Recently, during Fire Awareness Week the honourable minister visited my electorate and helped spread the message about smoke det...
	I offer a big congratulations to our amazing Queensland Fire and Rescue Service because they have been providing this sort of ad...
	Mr Purcell: Smart move.
	Ms DARLING: It was a very smart move. My mother was protecting me. There were also some wonderful stickers that the Fire and Res...
	Smoke alarms are important, but they are not the full story. We should all develop an evacuation plan and practise it with the f...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


